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A Case Study on Meaning in Make-believe Play
Gopnic's play theory and the meaning of "Dorayaki" in 4-year-old children's "Dorayaki shop"
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Abstract : "Playing with pretend" has been dealt with by various researchers since Piaget's
attention, but Gopnick has been treated more broadly by humankind in response to the
recent development of "scientific understanding of babies and toddlers". It shows a view that
captures "playing games" from the perspective of evolution. Therefore, the purpose of this
study was to sort out the significance of "playing with pretend play” indicated by Gopnick,
and to examine the case of "playing with pretend play" in kindergarten. As a result, the
infant is trying to think about "the possibility of a future different from reality" and
"understand the hearts of others" in an exchange that can be regarded as "silly and

meaningless talk". It became clear.
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